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Fair 'n Foul

Ramblin’ Around Chambley

with Tee J. Eff

Do you have parking 1)ro-| and fourth graders.’”

blems? Does your gas gauge R.1.P.—Sgt Boga has found
read zero? Is that a traffic | there is nothing, but absolutely
ticket on your windshield? | nothing sacred anymore. For

Do you wake up nights going
down one way streels in your
dreams? Is your auto blue,
green, or mud-brown? If all
these things are true—don’t
worry; don’t fret—it just pro-
ves you are at Chambley.

WHAT'S HAPPENING to
Chambley Gray Ladies? Not
too long ago we noted a mem-

weeks he fed his doughnut
scraps to a ‘“wee mousie” in
his office, only to have some
big-game hunter remove the
pest ‘with a well-aimed shoe.

CAN'T UNDERSTAND WHY,
with all the girls that work
on base and all the girls they

dances at the Service Club, the
NCO Club and the mess hall.

bership of 50 or more. How- | f¢ it transportation fear
ever, at the recent awarding of competition lack of
of service stripes only 15 la- | ,roper facilities? I'd like to

dies attended. Doctors, nur-
ses and patients have only
praise for the efforts of you
women. Don’t let snide re-
marks and ill founded criti-
cism deter a work so needed

know.

At long last Chambley came
of age. Like wearing its first
air of long pants—a Name
and was featured on base.

and appreciated. The true | It may sound trite to say It's
mark of your value is the | About Time! But it is. There
smile of the sick and suffer- | are more bands on the way.
ing—not the catty remarks of | If properly supported, lhey

those too selfish and too lazy
to volunteer themselves.

THE- MAN OF THE HOUR THIS
WEEK—the -driver- of "the Bit-

can all be booked.

With the arrival of a golf
pro, S Sgt Francis Sparks, the

- burg courier, well loaded with ne:;re%t ath]etlost_ﬁmt_l 1st wel}.
directions, maps, instructions, ;"." mt wa‘);. il ¢ e:l?/ t'o
gas, oil—he didn’t forget a Jmebo 'SIbrsl'up gsta M]dRP er
thing—except his cargo.. E\em er. gon Ogls  Mcilae,
Squadron level basketball is raven, or Furgeson, or Capt

Auger, and put cash on the
line. Every day . of, nice
weather puts the course nearer
to reality. -

going great guns. Deserves more
attention, better publicity and bet-
ter attendance. Several- strong
teams in each of the two leagues,
and surprisingly good, clean ball.

Want to go ice skating?
Almost any day now you will
be able to—in the mess hall
parking lot. A quick freeze
will do wonders to that small
river running thru the lot.

For lack of a light bulb,
the NCO Club now sports a
sign advertising “CO” Club.
No drop-off in attendance tho.

SEQUEL—last week the NCO
Club used rolls of napkins.
This week—well the situation
is reversed. Such is life.

The grade school soccer team
wasn’t disappointed in losing to
their French opponents. They
expected to — ‘‘But,” wailed one
sixth grader, ““they didn’t have to
bect us so bad using their third
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Message de Noél
Mes chers Amis,

Plus que jamais, en cette
période internationale trou-
blée, il convient de souhai
ter pour Noél une Paix siire
qui tienne compte des aspi
rations de tous les peuples.
C’est par une union plus
étroite que nous parviendrons
a cette Paix.

POy

A vous qui étes associés
de trés prés a notre effort,
j’adresse, avec mes remercie-
ments pour. votre aide pré-
cieuse et fidéle, mes meil-
leurs Voeux de Noél et de
Nouvel An pour vous et pour
vos familles.

Robert N. Baker
Colonel, USAF
Commander, 21st Ftr Bmr Wing

New Year's Dance

Base personnel are cordially
invited to attend a New Year’s
Dance, at the Hotel de la Gare
in Chambley, on the evening of
3q m Bupueq ‘1 Arenuef{
from 9 pm until 2 am.
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know—why so few attend the |

. starkness

It Could Have Been Prevented

Death of an Airman

...As if giant hands had torn
it asunder.
(USAF Photo by Rosenblum)

Fate Doesn't Cause
Highway Accidents

Smashed, bloody, pulpy body
— it was sprawled grotesquely
on the rubber sheet, mouth
agape. Was it the chilled air
that caused me to have uncon-
trollable spasms of shivering?

The policeman’s flashlight spray-
ed an unmerciful beam in the dark-
ness of the early morning. | looked
again ot the twisted hulk of the
automobile. It was crushed and
ripped appart as if giants -hands
had torn it asunder.

It would seem that all the
wrathful forces of mature had
exploded and violently taken
this boy's life. A young life,
I thought, quickly spewed into
eternity through short, agoniz-
ed raspings — and then the
of death and the
night was all that remained. I
looked more closely at the body.
My spasms of shivering stopped
and were replaced by a feel-
ing of deep coldness.

| remember the Air Police Ser-
geant reading the boy’s identifica-
tion card: “...Doe, John J., Airman,
United States Air Force, age..."”

I heard a bystander mutter
in the darkness, ‘“Well, that’s
fate for you; a young guy like

that. He had his whole life
ahead of him.”
Fate! Good lord, it wasn't

fate that caused the accident.
It could have been prevented!
I know! There have been
many times when I have wanted
to stop every motorist and plead
with him to drive with care; to
stay within safe speed limits; to
pull off the road when fatigued;
to know his limitations and, for
God’s sake, to drive sensibly
and defensively. These accidents
can be prevented. Death on the
highway is needless.

But I can’t do this, of course. ‘

SHRCR BRAR

on REBER g WNA

I can't even tell you what really
caused my accident. . You see,
I was Airman John Doe...

. Even if I were still alive and
tried to de such a thing people
wouldythinlkRishad dest T
senses.

my

—

Installations Sq
Expresses Thanks

by Richard L. Scammacca

Two years have elasped
since the men of AIO stepped
off the troop train in Chambley
with the rest of the personnel
of the 21st. Each unit has its
own story of progress and ac-
complishments and the men of
the Instl Sq feel as if they also
have contributed their share to

the overall picture at Cham-
bley.

First major project on the
agenda was prefab row, which

began early in March ‘55. With
the help of many men on the
base, who were supplied from the
squadrons for AlO detail, the job
was finished by the end of the
year.

A group of Army engineers
from Germany received some
assistance from AJIO while they
were building the base trailer
park. The project, which was

(Cont. on page 7)

President’s Message

To the men and women of
the Armed Forces, | send my
Christmas greetings.

In this season, as we think
of peace, the Nation does not
forget the efforts and sacrifices
of those who protect our coun-
try from its enemies. May the
blessings of health, in body and
spirit, be with you throughout
the new year.

As we celebrate the anniver-
sary of the birth of the Prince
of Peace, we renew and fortify
our hope. and efforts for a bet-
ter world for all men, . ..~ -

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Luna Composes

Christmas

Design

ouv.ce \wwup diatf Artist, A/2C Jess Luna, spent many hours of his

spare time preparing the special Christmas design that appears on page

one of this issue.

(USAF Photo by Rosenblum)

Service Club Artist Plans Art Carrer

The Christmas design appear- |

ing on page one of this issue
was drawn by Service Club staff
artist, A/2C Jess Luna.

Jess, who has drawn many
cartoons for the Sabre, in coope-
ration with A/2C Joel N. Reber,
began his art career in high
school. He has been developing
his talent ever since.

Upon completing high school,
he attended the Chauinard Art

Institute in Los Angeles. During
his two years at Chauinard, he
studied in the commercial art
field.

Jess’ service career will termi-
nate in January 1959, when he
plans to return to art school to
study all phases of his chosen
career. The Sabre staff extends
a sincere thanks to Jess for his
kind contribution to this special
Christmas edition.
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Service

Leaders

Send Christmas

Cotonel Robert N. Baker, Commander of the 21st Fighter-Bomber Wing. (USAF Phot;o by Ccpiéy)

Greetings

R
s

Col Baker Voices Hopes for Successful Holiday Season

To all personnel of the 21st Fighter-Bomber
Wing at Chambley Air Base, their fami'ies and
dependents, I extend my very best wishes for a
happy Christmas and a joyful and successful

New Year.

The message of Christmas is ‘““Peace on earth
Peace is hoped for by

to men of good will”
all peoples of the earth.

As members of the United States Air Force,
we have a very personal interest in lasting peace,
freedom and good will among all peop’es and

all nations.

We may take comfort and pride from the fact
that through devotion to daily duties, and with
sincere belief in the true spirit of Christmas, we

will continue to earn the respect and confidence
of freedom loving men everywhere.

May I take this opportunity to thank all of
you for your cooperation during these months
since 1 have assumed command of the 21st Figh-
ter-Bomber Wing.

It is my fervent hope that our successes in the
coming year will surpass and be even more re-
warding than those of the year just completed.
May God bless all of us and guide our efforts in
the coming year.

Robert N. Baker, Colonel. USAF

Commander, 21st Fighter-Bomber
Wing

1936 ‘Tops in Blue’ Variety Show
Scheduled for Base Service Club

Nearing the end of a 35,000
mile tour of 155 U.S. air bases
around the world, the USAF’s
fourth annual ‘*“Tops in Blue”
production will present an hour
and a half show at 8:30 pm in
the Base Service Club on Sun-
day, January 6.

Early this month, the 1956
“Tops in Blues’’ troupe, represent-
ing the best talent in the Air
Force, departed from the States to
tour bases in Europe, North Africa
and the Near East.

The members of this year’s
production were selected from
various stages of the Air Force
World Wide Talent Contest.
The show features acts ranging
from rhythmic dances to smooth
songs to hilarious comedy, and
colloquial hillbilly routines.

Many of the cast, which con-
sists of 23 airmen and three
WAF's, have had experience in
other military shows, as well as
in radio, theater, television and
night club work in civilian life.

Last August the ‘56 ' Tops in
Blue’’ troupe appeared on the Ed

Sullivan cogst-to-coast television
show.
The versatility and expe-

rience of the 26 performers, two
of which are veterans from last

Congratulations...

...Are in store for Maj Sher-
man C. Cooke, of Hq 21Ist Air
Base Gp, who recently received
notification of his promotion to
lieutenant colonel. The effective
date of rank (and cigars) is De-
cember 27.

year’s ‘“Tops in Blue” presenta-
tion, add up to a timely even-
ing of entertainment, presented
in the most professionnal man-
ner.

The show has been touring
3rd Air Force bases since De-
cember 4, and will make the
rounds of 12th Air Force bases
between December 22 and Ja-
nuary 22.

Three Sheets

We are three ghosts, as you can
see.

All we can do is haunt.

We’ll never have another chance

To do the things we want.

We'd Iike °to become humans,
but

(Perhaps you’ll think we're nuts)

If you lift up our sheets you'll
see _

We haven't got the guts.

We’ve reasons. And if you'll
read on

You'll see without a fuss

It seems a cocktail party

Came to be the death of us.

We drank Manhattans, gin and
Scotch;

We even sipped some beer.

Why are we ghosts? Read on,

my friend,

The moral wilk be clear,

* ok Kk

decided we'd drive

We all
home—

Of course we all were ginned—

And that is how you see us now;

Just three sheets in the wind.

(Reprinted from the Stars and
Stripes).

MPs May Apprehend | Group Commanders ExpressBest Wishes to Base Personnel fora Happy Yuletide

MES Group-

Air Force Offenders

It often occurs that an Air-
man, drunk and disorderly, in

a tavern in Metz is approached |

by a military policeman and
cautioned against further distur-
bance and is asked to accompany
the MP who will see that the
airman is returned to his unit.
This action is taken to protect
the individual, his wunit and
branch of service.

There are many of us in the
Air Force that have a tendency
to question the authority of the
MP. As members of the US
Military, we are subject to both
military and civilian police au-
thorities. An agreement between
the three branches, has esta-
blished the responsibility for off
base patrol as the responsibi-
lity of the service having the

{Cont. on page 6)

Fighter Group

May 1 take this opportunity
to wish all of you on Chambley
Air Base a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, espe-
cially to the members of the
21st Fighter-Bomber Group.

The Yuletide season, by its
very nature, has knack of bring-
ing out the best in a person.

Annual Christmas Party

The annual Christmas
Party for children of Cham-
bley Air Base will be held
at the Base Service Club on
Saturday afternoon, the
22nd. The program will
start at 2 pm with the show-
ing of a Kiddie Movie. San-
ta Claus will arrive at 2:30
pm with a gift for all the
children between the ages of
six months and 14 years.

Hospital Commander Extends Holiday Message

Christmastide is a most happy
and treasured holiday time
which we welcome and look for-
ward to, year after year. It is
a time when we relax a little
from our labors, and our
thoughts turn outward, toward
the many who are less fortunate,
that we may share our joy and
peace of mind with all our
neighbors, and with mankind
everywhere.

We, in our service jobs, can
enjoy a special pride at this time
that we have been so intimately

concerned with, maintaining the
peace of the world, and that we
have made such good progress
toward our ultimate goal
throughout this past year.

As this joyful holiday begins,
I should like to express my
warmest wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a most Happy
and prosperous New Year which
lies ahead.

Herbert T. Clough Jr.
Commander, 21st TAC Hospital
Lt Cofonel, USAF

Whatever your position in life
may be, you still enjoy the
greatest privilege available to
any mortal — that of freedom.

In this present time of uncer-
tainties, there are millions who do
not have any sort of freedom —
personal or otherwise. As leaders of
the free peoples, it is up to us to
fcllow through with renewed em-
phasis on the constant Christian
Crusade for an everlasting Peace
on Earth.

Let us benefit from our past
mistakes, both collective and
individual, and resolve to make
1957 at least one step closer
to this greatest of all mans’
achievements.

Donavon F. Smith,

Colonel, USAF
Commander, 21st Ftr Bmr Gp

Col Donavon F. Smith

Col Ernest C. Pruett

This is the season of the year
which we look forward to with
great expectations. It is the
time when we count our bless-
ings and join together in the ob-
servance of the birth of Christ,
nearly 2,000 years ago.

It is the time of the year
when childrens’ voices ring with
pew and gay laughter as they
prepare their gifts and decorate
the tree. It is the time when
“old folks” and adults join in
celebrations to renew friend-
ships and to enjoy the warmth
of home, office and shop.

Some believe it is a time to
make resolutions, whereby err-
ors and faults of the past may
be corrected. I believe all of
this and even more.

To all the members of the 21st
Maintenance and Supply Group, as

well as everyone within the 21st
Wing, | extend my sincerest and
heartiest wishes for a Blessed
Christmas and a joyous New Yer.

While enjoying this Christ-
mas season, be sure to drive
carefully, lest someone dear to
you should not enjoy your pre-
sence — actually or in absentia
— around the Christmas and
New Year’s table.

Ernest C. Pruett

Colonel, USAF
Commander, 21st M&S Gp

Air Base Group

Col Donald H. Lynch

1 wish to extend Holiday
Greetings to all members of the
21st Air Base Group. May you
have a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

Donald H. Lynch

Colonel, USAF
Commander, 21st Air Base Gp
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Constructed)

1954 B. C. (Being

21st Wing Headquarters (December ‘54) — sans paint, sans parade
grounds, sans flagpoles — but beaucoup mud.

Base trailers were a dream of the future in the fall of 1954 (above),
prior to the 21st Wing's arrival ot Chambley,

Graphic view of chow number one (November 1954).

Chambley’s Base Hospital presented o depressing sight 24 months
ago, compared to the ultra-modern building of today.

1954 — 21st Wing Personnel Look Back wi-th Pride upon P

2 Years of Pioneering
Marks 21st Wing's 2nd

Anniversary in Europe

Christmas 1956 at Chambley Air
Base invokes numerous memories,
some of which are bleak and dreary
and others that seem more pleasant
and bright. Primarily - though, this
December marks the second anni-
versary of the 21st Fighter-Bomber
Wing’s arrival at Chambley.

The events, accomplishments and land-
marks that have been realized during
these past 24 months have been many
and noteworthy. It is with a sense of pride
aond satisfaction that we look back and
briefly summarize the 21st's successful two
years as an integral part of the 12th Air
Force.

Welcomed by Gen Gross

Late on the afternoon of Decemb-
er 12, 1954 the USNS General LeRoy
Eltinge, loaded with the main con-
tingent of the 21st and 388th Fighter-
Bomber Wings, docked at the port
of La Pallice, just outside of lLa
Rochelle.

This was the final stage of a te-
dious jaunt across the Atlantic. It
was an event that had been looked
forward to with great anticipation
Ly the near 3,000 officers and airiman
participating in the movement. Brig
Gen Wiltiam M. Gross, Deputy Com-
mander of 12th Air Force, greeted
the members of the two wings upon
their arrival at La Pallice.

In his welcoming address Gen Gross ex-
plained to the men how their assignment
in Europe would help to provide 12th Air
Force with the “highest capabilities of any
air force in the world.”” The welcome was
acknowledged by Col Herbert C. Hartwig,

former Commander of the 21st M&S
Group. _

On the following morning per-
sonnel bade a final farewell to the
General Eitinge, as they boarded
waiting trains to begin the cross-
country trek from La . Pallice to
Chambley. - o i

‘.

Hot Chow

It was a cold, rainy night when the
first train of the long - convoy arriv-
ed in the village of Chambley. The
troops were transported by trucks
and buses to their new home, where
they were treated to a hot, midnight
meal, prepared by members of the
advance echelon, who had arrived at
Chambley one month earlier. About
3 am the following morning, the
final train arrived at the Chambley
depot.

Thanks to the ‘chambermaids™ of
the advance party, each of the travel-
weary airmen found a bunk ready
and waiting for them. A hot meal
and a warm “‘sack” were exceedingly
welcomed, after 18 days of constant
travelling.

The troops had arrived in the dark of
night, thereby holding off the initial shock
until the following morning. Everyone
awoke to find o few drab and incomplete
buildings and hangars, depressingly situat-
ed in a vast sea of mud.

The contrast that Chambley Air
Base and its environs presented in
comparison with the 21st’s former
home in Southern California was
definitely grim.

Nevertheless, after a brief readjust- ‘
ment period, the men of the wing -

became completely aware of
responsibilities, despite the
dable circumstances that had been
thrust upon them. Realizing this,
they began with an earnestness to

their .
unavoi- -

convert the area of mud and non-

descript buildings into a liveable
base. It promised to be a job that
would require not a little effort.

Conditions Below Par

Prior to leaving California, Maj
Edmund Glavey, who at that time
was assigned to another base in
France, conducted a series of orien-
tation conferences for the men of the
21st. He explained, through pictures
and lectures, how living conditions
at Chambley were not quite up to
par. But even the most unfavorable

Chapel under Construction

.. “Air-Conditioned” Chapel

concepts of the base failed to equal
the inadequate conditions found by
the men upon their arrival.

The housing problem on the base was
actually no problem ot all because there
was no housing. Since there was no ad-
equate landing strip, there were no air-
craft. The hangars, therefore, were util-
ized for such things as Air Police Opera-
tions, Motor Pool Office, orderly rooms,
M&S Group Headquarters and many other
functions.

The Chambley Air Base commercial
and enterfainment district was locat-
¢d entively in what is now the In-
stallations Squadron barracks. There-
in could be found a base exchange,
wigh a limited stock. of only the
barest necessities; the chapel; the
barber shop and the service club.

This same building also housed the post
office, library, AFEX cleaners, class VI
store and finally the base cinema. (The
latter facility, located in one bay of the
barracks, was commonly referred to as the
“sweat-box.’”” After a two hour session in
the “‘sweat-box,’”’ cne usually didn’t return
to the movies for quite some time,)

Probably the only enjovable factor
of the whole situation was the fact
that the service club was only 27
steps from the PX; the theater just
11 steps_ {rom..the. service .club;  the
post  office, six steps from the
theater; while the library was locat-
ed just at the head of the stairs.

Uphill Struggle

Due to the incomplete stages of
construction on the runway, the per-
sonnel and aircraft of the three tac-

tical squadrons were temporarily
assigned to other 12th Air Force
bases in Francce. The 416th and
331st Squadrons were deployed to
Toul-Rosieres Air Base, while the |
72nd took up residence at Chateau-
roux.

Although the 21st was being looked
upon as a fleging and inexperienced out-
fit by their American contemporaries based
in Europe, the men of the wing continued
their uphill struggle during the first year
in France.

Following a cold and icy winter,
work was begun on the mueh needed
base trailer park. The Army’s 862nd
Engr Aviation Bn, from Germany,
began the job on May 1, 1955. The
cngineers worked up to 18 hours a
day to meet their target date on
October 31, 1955.
underway to enlarge the trailer park,
which presently accommodates bet-
ween 150 and 200 base families.

Morale Jumps

What could probably be consider-
ed as the highlight of the first year
was the 21st’s record at the USAFE

bombing and gunnerv meet at
Wheelus Field, Tripoli. After annex-
ing first place honors at Wheelus,

the 21st Wing team went to Nellis
Air Force Base, Nevada for the gi-
gantic all-USAF competition.

At Nellis they represented USAFE in the
all-important special weapons phase, and
missed first place by only half a bomb.
Team members returned from this world-
wide competition with six trophies.

In the early part of June, morale
around Chambley increased by seve-
ral percentage points when the 416th

and 531st Fighter Bomber Squadrons !

Today plans are |

came home to stay. One moi
the 72nd Squadron reported-
for the first time in more
‘ months, the 21st Wing was.
compact .organization — o
from one central location.
With the entire Wing at Ct
})rojects long neglected began
orm. The NCO and airme
was moved from
“civic center,”
harracks, to their
along prefab row.

| the cons
|
|
Ambitious personnel began

in the Inst:
present

ing clubs of diversified intere
21st Wing Rod and Gun ClI
of the first clubs to be fo:
Chambley, built a pistol a
range near the base open stor:

Rod and Gun Club members als
a clubhouse in the rear of the PO
where a large stock of hunting an
equipment was available to out
thusiosts. . Other groups cropping
the Officers and NCO Wives’ Clu
ing teams and a motorcycle club.

In the closing months of 1
officers, the men and the de
of the 21st could look back w1
upon their accomplishments
the early stages of the “pi
days” at Chambley. The wo
cver, had just begun.

Hospital Completec

Daily sickcall was held at tt
center” during the first nine
In the fall of 1955, the
section of the Base Hospi
opened, and on December 3 i
pital admitted its first patie

Gone but Not Forg

... At Every Door — a Foot-ba

day the Chambley Hospital
sidered one of the finest in
The opening of the Hospit,
or less, brought a close to
Wing’s first year in Europe.
With the dewning of a new y
bfems that had been encountered .
come, during the year gone by, wi
ainly prove to be valuable exper
the men of the Wing. They ¢
look forward, with a clearer co
the problems that would require s
Experience and planning 3
pletely useless, however, wl
tain unforseen problems crop
in February of this year the !
faced with a problem such a:
During the first week of F
Central Europe, Chambley A
and especially the Chambli
trailer park were caught in
grip of Europe’s coldest cold-
the 20th century. Trailers fro:
ing systems failed and norn
functions were slowed to
standstill.

Changing Scene

Along with the spring ths
Chambley scene began to
(uite radically. By mid-Ap
inhabitants were enjoying t
venience of a comparatively
theater and snack bar. A mon

the permanent Base Service C
dedicated at grand openin
monies.

It was Friday, April 13, whe
Wing Commander, Col Robert R.
presided at the ribbon cutting &e¢
for the opening of our present b
ter. Earlier the same day, Col
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Chapel under Construction

.. “Air-Conditioned” Chapel

concepts of the base failed to equal
the inadequate conditions found by
the men upon their arrival.

The housing problem on the bose was
actually no problem at all because there
was no housing. Since there was no ad-
equate landing strip, there were no air-
craft. The hangars, therefore, were util-
ized for such things as Air Police Opera-
tions, Motor Pool Office, orderly rooms,
M&S Group Headquarters and many other
functions.

The Chambley Air Base commercial
and entertainment district was locat-
cd entirely in what is now the In-
stallations Squadron barracks. There-

in could be found a base exchange, |

the
the

with limited stock. of only
harest necessities; the chapel;
barber shop and the service club.

This same building also housed the post
office, library, AFEX cleaners, class VI
store and finally the base cinema. (The
latter facility, located in one bay of the
barracks, was commonly referred to as the
“‘sweat-box.’”” After a two hour session in
the “‘sweat-box,’” one usually didn‘t retum
to the movies for quite some time))

Probably the only enjoyvable factor
of the whole situation was the fact
that the service club was only 27
steps from the PX; the theater just
11 -steps. from. the. service . elub; the
post -office, six steps from the
theater; while the library was locat-
ed just at the head of the stairs.

a

Uphill Struggle

Due fto the incomplete stages of
coustruction on the runway, the per-
sonnel and aircraft of the three tac-
tical squadrons were temporarily
assigned to other 12th Air Force
bases in France. The 416th and
a31st Squadrons were deployed
Toul-Rosieres Air Base, while the
72nd took up residence at Chateau-
roux.

Although the 21st was being looked
upon as a fleging and inexperienced out-
fit by their American contemporaries based
in Europe, the men of the wing continued
their uphill struggle during the first year
in France.

Following a cold and icy winter,
work was begun on the mueh needed
base trailer park.
Engr Aviation Bn. from Germany,
began the job on May 1, 1955. The
cngineers worked up to 18 hours a
day to meet their target date on
October 31, 1955. 7Today plans are
underway lo enlarge the trailer park,
which presently accommodates bet-
ween 150 and 200 base families.

Morale Jumps

What could probably be consider-
ed as the highlight of the first year
was the 21st’s record at the USAFE
bombing and gunnery meet at
Wheelus Field, Tripoli.
ing first place honors at Wheelus,
the 21st Wing team went to Nellis
Air Force Base, Nevada for the gi-
gantic all-USAF competition.

At Nellis they represented USAFE in the
oll-important special weapons phase, and
missed first place by only half a bomb.
Team members returned from this world-
wide competition with six trophies.

In the early part of June, morale
around Chambley increased by seve-
ral percentage points when the 416th
and 531st Fighter Bomber Squadrons

The Armyv’s 862nd |

After annex- |

to

came home to stay. One moiith later
the 72nd Squadron reported- n. Now,
for the first time in more :han six
months, the 21st Wing was. again a
compact. organization o perating
from one central location. '

With the entire Wing at Cliambley,
})rojects long neglected begar to take
orm. The NCO and airme 1’s club
was moved from the consolidated
“civic center,” in the Inst: dllations
barracks, to their present quarters
along prefab row. :

Ambitious personnel began organiz-
ing clubs of diversified intere¢ sts. The
21st Wing Rod and Gun C|ub, one
of the first clubs to be foi'med at
Chambley, : built a pistol ia ad rifle
range near the base open stor:ge area.

Red and Gun Club members als o opened
a clubhouse in the rear of the PO L prefab,
where a large stock of hunting ar id fishing
equipment was available to out door en-
thusiasts. . Other groups cropping up were
the Officers and NCO Wives’ Clu bs, bowl-
ing teams and a motorcycle club.

In the closing months of 1 955, the
officers, the men and the deyrendents
of the 21st could look back w1 th pride
upon their accomplishments during
the early stages of the “piioneering
days” at Chambley. The woirk, how-
ever, had just begun.

Hospital Completec|

Daily sickcall was held at tkie “civic |
center’” during the first nine months. |
In the fall of 1955, the sickeall
section of the Base Hospi tal was
opened, and on December 3 :the Hos-
pital admitted its first patie nt. To-

Gone - but Not

Forg jotten

A
... At Every Door — a Foot-ba ath

day the Chambley Hospital is con-
sidered one of the finest in France.
The opening of the Hospit tal, more
or less, brought a close to
Wing’s first year in Europe.
With the dawning of a new yyear, pro-
biems that had been encountered « and over-
come, during the year gone by, wi ould cert-
ainly prove to be valuable exper rience for
the men of the Wing. They ¢ :ould now
look forward, with a clearer cooncept of
the problems that would require s solving.
Experience and planning 2 are com-
pletely useless, however, wl hen cer-
tain unforseen problems crop up. And
in February of this year the ! 21st was
faced with a problem such a: s this.
During the first week of Fi’ebruary,
Central Europe, Chambley AAir Base
and especially the Chambliey base
trailer park were caught in the icy
grip of Europe’s coldest cold- -wave of
the 20th century. Trailers fro:)ze, heat-
ing systems failed and norm nal base
functions were slowed to a near
standstill.

Changing Scene

Along with the spring tha aws, the
Chambley scene began to change
quite radically. By mid-Ap jril base
inhabitants were enjoying t the con-
venience of a comparatively - modern
theater and snack bar. A mon nth later,
the permanent Base Service C Club. was
dedicated at grand openinng cere-
monies. .

It was Friday, April 13, whe en former
Wing Commander, Col Robert R. . Rowland
presided at the ribbon cutting c¢ -eremonies
for the opening of our present bibase thea-

the 21st |

ter, Earlier the same day, Col | Rowland

.. Gastronomic Paradise

also cut the ribbon at the main entrance
of the snack bar. And after 18 months,
Chambley’s consolidated ‘’civic center’”
ceased to exist.

Prior to the establishment of the
present snack bar, hamburgers and milk
shakes were a scarcity at Chambley.
The first base snack bar was operated
by the Rod and Gun Club, and was lo-
cated in a large squad tent where the
base theater now stands. Later a cold-
sandwich snack bar was opened by
AFEX in the Installations barracks.
AFEX also provided snack bar services
from a mobile snack wagon parked in
the chow hall parking lot.

The base theater, with its Cinema-
Scope screen and its theater type seats
proved to be one of the most welcomed
additions to the changing scene. At any
rate, it was a pleasant contrast to the
heretofore attended ‘‘sweat box.”

The Service Club, a facility which had
operated for nearly 18 months in inadequate
quarters, held its grond opening ceremo-
nies on. the night of Moy 18, 1956." The
new game rooms, with their necessary
equipment; the ballroom, with its stage;
and the music and card rooms, made the
Chambley Club equal to any in Europe.

With the opening of the Service
Club, many more new interest groups
were formed. A few of these included:
a choral group, a fencing club, camera
club, a little theater group, a Franco-
American club, and others too numer-
ous to mention.

Change of Command

In May and June of this year, many
of the personnel who had helped make
the big move from California, were ro-
taing to the States. The skills of the
men replacing them were immediately
put to use, as Chambley continued to
grow and progress.

On June 12, prominent military per-
sonalities from all branches of NATO
and from every part of Western Europe,
attended ceremonies for the formal de-
dication of the base. Air Marshal T. N.
McEvoy (RAF), Chief-of-Staff at Hq
AIRCENT, was guest speaker for the
dedication.

Two weeks later, Col Robert N. Ba-
ker assumed Command of the 21st
Wing, when Col Rowland was reassigned
to the Operations Section at Hq .12th
Air Force. The day was highlighted
by an address given by the new Com-
mander of 12th Air Force, Maj Gen
John K. Gerhart. The afternoon of
pomp. and pageantry was concluded
with an aerial demonstration by the
famed Skyblazers Aerobatic Team.

A considerable portion of the credit, for
the 21st’s rapid progress at Chambley,
must go to Co_l's Rowland and Baker.

Col Baker, who served as Executive
Officer with the 21st until Col Row-
land’s reassignment to Hq 12th, is a

veteran of 15 years servicee He has
to his credit 79 combat missions dur-
ing the war, 74 of which were flown
in P38 aircraft over the Aleutian
Islands. ’ ’

His wartime duty included a tour in
Europe, followed by postwar assign-
ments at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Hq
TAC. He joined the 21st At George
Air Force Base in 1954, Col Baker’s
decorations include the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Purple

.Heart, Croix de Guerre with Palm and

numerous campaign ribbons.

Franco-American Relations

In order to give residents of the sur-
rounding locale a reasonably clear idea
of the activities, both official and social,
conducted at the base, the 21st sponsor-
ed a series of open-house programs..

These program have afforded thou-
sands of our neighboring French citizens
a chance to visit the base and inspect
our facilities. The first open-house pro-
gram was held on Armed Force Day
1955. Since that time, French guests
have also been invited to the base on
Armed Forces Day this year, on Dedica-
tion Day and on Franco-American Ve-
terans’ Day, last November 11. Doubt-
lessly, these functions serve as a solidi-
fying factor for the 21st Wing’s desire
for close community relations.

A few Chambley units, namely: the
Maintenance, TAC Hospital and Air
Police Squadrons, have ventured fur-
ther along these lines, by adopting and
sponsoring French orphanages. The
inen of these squadrons have donated
large sums of money, toys, clothing
and the like for the benefit of hundr-
eds of orphan children in various chil-
dren’s homes in the surrounding area.

Sports Program

As 1956 draws to a close, the 21st
Wing is staring its third year in Eu-
rope, and once again personnel at Cham-
bley can look back with pride at their
accomplishments during the past many
months.

Chambley’s sports program has grown
ond progressed, during the past two years,
aqually as rapid as the base itself. In De-
cember 1954, most U.S. Military sports
fans in Europe had never heard of Cham-
bley or the Desert Rats. Today, the 21st
Wing’s various athletic teams have blazed
a path of glory throughout Farnce District
and USAFE level competition.

Last summer, local Rod and Gunners
leased a lake, for the private use of
club members, located about 20 miles
from the base. The 21st Maintenance
Squadron has been especially active in
helping to forward the local sports pro-
gram. A little more than a year ago,
the men of the Maintenance outfit ralli-
ed to the call, and helped build a high
quality basketball court in the 416th
hangar. Early this fall, the Maintenance
utilized their talents once again; this
time to build a nine hole golf course.
Under the supervision of Maj John K.
Stanifer, and with the help of a group
of Army engineers from Verdun, the
course was completed during the latter
»art of September.

The 21st’s intramural sports pro-
gram, supervised by the Special Services
section of Air Base Group, has provid-
ed countless hours of off-duty recreation
for the officers and airmen of the Wing

The improved capability of the 21st
has been illustrated in its consistant
successes, both on the ground and in the
air. The fruitful results of these past
months of toil will certainly be remem:
bered and appreciated by members of
the 21st — old and new — in the years
to come.
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First Base Snack Bar

. Gastronomic Paradise

also cut the ribbon at the main entrance
of the snack bar. And after 18 months,
Chambley’s consolidated “‘civic center’’
ceased to exist.

Prior to the establishment of the
present snack bar, hamburgers and milk
shakes were a scarcity at Chambley.
The first base snack bar was operated
by the Rod and Gun Club, and was lo-
cated in a large squad tent where the
base theater now stands.
sandwich snack bar was opened by
AFEX in the Installations barracks.
AFEX also provided snack bar services
from a mobile snack wagon parked in
the chow hall parking lot.

The base theater, with its Cinema-
Scope screen and its theater type seats
proved to be one of the most welcomed
additions to the changing scene. At any
rate, it was a pleasant contrast to the
heretofore attended ‘‘sweat box.”

The Service Club, a facility which had
operated for nearly 18 months in inadequate
quorters, held its grand opening ceremo-
nies on the night of May 18, 1956. The
new game rooms, with their necessary
equipment; the ballroom, with its stage;
and the music ond card rooms, made the
Chombley Club equal to any in Europe.

With the opening of the Service
Club, many more new interest groups
were formed. A few of these included:
a choral group, a fencing club, camera
club, a little theater group, a Franco-
American club, and others too numer-
ous to mention.

Change of Command

In May and June of this year, many
of the personnel who had helped make
the big move from California, were ro-
taing to the States. The skills of the
men replacing them were immediately
put to use, as Chambley continued to
grow and progress.

On June 12, prominent military per-
sonalities from all branches of NATO
and from every part of Western Europe,
attended ceremonies for the formal de-
dication of the base. Air Marshal T. N.
McEvoy (RAF), Chief-of-Staff at Hq
AIRCENT, was guest speaker for the
dedication.

Two weeks later, Col Robert N. Ba-
ker assumed Command of the 21st
Wing, when Col Rowland was reassigned
to the Operations Section at Hq 12th
Air Force. The day was highlighted
by an address given by the new Com-
mander of 12th Air Force, Maj Gen
John K. Gerhart. The afternoon of
pomp and pageantry was concluded
with an aerial demonstration by the
famed Skyblazers Aerobatic Team.

A considerable portion of the credit, for
the 21st's rapid progress at Chambley,

must go to Col’s Rowland and Baker.

Col Baker, who served as Executive
Officer with the 21Ist until Col Row-
land’s reassignment to Hq 12th, is a

Later a cold- |

veteran of 15 years service. He has
to his credit 79 combat missions dur-
ing the war, 74 of which were flown
in P38 aircraft over the Aleutian
Islands.

His wartime duty included a tour in
Europe, followed by postwar assign-
ments at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Hq
TAC. He joined the 21st At George
Air Force Base in 1954. Col Baker’s
decorations include the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Purple
Heart, Croix de Guerre with Palm and
numerous campaign ribbons.

Franco-American Relations

In order to give residents of the sur-
rounding locale a reasonably clear idea
of the activities, both official and social,
conducted at the base, the 21st sponsor-
ad a series of open-house programs..

These program have afforded thou-
sands of our neighboring French citizens
a chance to visit the base and inspect
our facilities. The first open-house pro-
gram was held on Armed Force Day
1955. Since that time, French guests
have also been invited to the base on
Armed Forces Day this year, on Dedica-
tion Day and on Franco-American Ve-
terans’ Day, last November 11. Doubt-
lessly, these functions serve as a solidi-
fying factor for the 21st Wing’s desire
for close community relations.

A few Chambley units, namely: the
Maintenance, TAC Hospital and Air
Police Squadrons, have ventured fur-
ther along these lines, by adopting and
sponsoring French orphanages. The
men of these squadrons have donated
large sums of money, toys, clothing
and the like for the benefit of hundr-
eds of orphan children in various chil-
dren’s homes in the surrounding area.

Sports Program

As 1956 draws to a close, the 21st
Wing is staring its third year in Eu-
rope, and once again personnel at Cham-
bley can look back with pride at their
accomplishments during the past many
months.

Chambley’s sports program has grown
and progressed, during the past two years,
aqually as rapid as the base itself. In De-
cember 1954, most U.S. Military sports
fans in Europe had never heard of Cham-
bley or the Desert Rats. Today, the 21st
Wing’s various athletic teams have blazed
a path of glory throughout Farnce District
and USAFE level competition.

Last summer, local Rod and Gunners
leased a lake, for the private use of
club members, located about 20 miles
from the base. The 21st Maintenance
Squadron has been especially active in
helping to forward the local sports pro-
gram. A little more than a year ago,
the men of the Maintenance outfit ralli-
ed to the call, and helped build a high
quality basketball court in the 416th
hangar. Early this fall, the Maintenance
utilized their talents once again; this
time to build a nine hole golf course.
Under the supervision of Maj John K.
Stanifer, and with the help of a group
of Army engineers from Verdun, the
course was completed during the latter
>art of September.

The 21st’s intramural sports pro-
gram, supervised by the Special Services
section of Air Base Group, has provid-
ed countless hours of off-duty recreation
for the officers and airmen of the Wing.

The improved capability of the 21st
has been illustrated in its consistant
successes, both on the ground and in the
air. The fruitful results of these past
months of toil will certainly be remem-
bered and appreciated by members of
the 21st — old and new — in the years
to come.

There Have

Been Some Changes

Made

The building which now houses Base Operations and the Fire Depart-
ment, stood deserted, in the winter of 1954, while construction was

being completed.

Before construction of the Base Supply prefabs dnd the. troiler park
Chambley’s parachite’ shop was-located in, the wide open spaces.

For many months, the 21st Food Service Sq donated the use of their
facilities for the Service Club’s weekly game night, in chow hall num-
ber one.

Chaplain’s Corner

Holiday Religious

Catholic
24 Dec — Midnight Mass, 12 pm
25 Dec — Masses, 9 am and 10

am
1 Jan — Masses, 9 am and 10 am
Confessions:
24 Dec — 2pm to 3 pm and 7 pm
to 9 pm

Joseph E. Davy
Chaplain (Capt) USAF
Base Chaplain

Services Schedule

Protestant
24 Dec — 5 pm Communion Ser-
vice
25 Dec — Worship Service, 11 am
Children’s Service, 4 pm
31 Dec — Watch Night Service,
9 pm to 12:15 om
1 Jon — Worship Service, 11 am

Curtis M. Bean
Chaplain (Capt) USAF

A Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Successful New Year to all.
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GI Scrooge’s Christmas Story

(With apologies to Charles Dickens)
by Paul S. Strencejewski

|

Meticulously at 1700, as re-
quired by regulations, Gl
Scerooge placed the lock upon
his counting house (in the
Finance Office) and mumbled
to himseclf: ““That’s all for to-
day. Now my time is my
own; NCO club, here 1 come.”

It wasn’t that Scrooge didn’t
like other people. He did.
But above all he was miserly
about his free time. This
was lhis. No one was entitled
to demand any of that hard-
earned rest. No, not even
for his own self-improvement
would he relinguish one
second of that time.

Two hours and eight beers later
Scrooge looked into the foom of
the ninth glass and saw in it the
refiection of a face he had seen
when he first entered the base. He
recognized the face as that of
“that airman’’ at the Education
Center who had said: “‘Just give
us some of your time and we will
see that you get recognition for
your high school education.”

This fellow had, had a glib |

tongue, thought Airman
Scrooge, bul did he have to
sit hour after hour counling
green and scrip and francs?
He worked at the Education
Center, boy; that man had it
soft—no worries, no responsi-
bilities!

But what was this; the
foam’s face was talking now.

“Yes, Scrooge, time’s awast-
ing. You have wasted one
whole year of your tour in

France. ‘What have you
accomplished for yourself? Do
you have your high school
level GED tests? ave you
enrolled in a University of
Maryland course? Are you

any closer to security for the
future than when you came in?

“]  will leave you now,
Scrooge, think it over!”

Slowly the face in the foam van-
ished, but its place was taken by
another; this time the face of a
woman, who whispered: ““Come on
Scrooge, | can help you write that
letter to your school. Your past
schooling is still there. Make it
work for you.”

Again the face faded, but
another appeared, again &
woman, and said: “Now,
Scrooge, just five tests; do it
now; don’t delay; do this
today. High school is impor-
tant.  You can’t go through
life without a high school
education. Just think of those

four points at gromotion time.
Just give me 10 hours of your
time. On-duty time, that is.”

The last few words almost van-
ished to a whisper, but its fading
away made the next voice come
out all the stronger as a third
ghost took shape in the foaming
brew.

This time a man with a
receding hairline. Boomingly
he reprimanded: “"Scrooge, oh,
Scrooge, you will have a wife
and children when you com-
plete vour 20 with the Air
Force. Will you be able to
feed them by sweeping floors;
stoking furnaces; or usher-
ing at a theater? Don’t forget,
even the policeman on thebeat,
the fireman, the carpenter or
the mechanic has to have the
know-how attained through
education.

"What's in store for your fu-
re? Don’t you care? Couldn’t you
spend your free-time more profit-
ably than slipping quarters through
the ticket window at the movies or
spending seven nights a week in
the club?

By jove, Scrooge, let’s cut
the evenings in company with
the foamy brew down to five
and spend two nights a week
getting ‘“‘ve olde sheepskin.”
Just two nights a week will do
it, just two nights a week,
don’t forget, just two nights a
week.”

Again the face faded, but

Childrens’

Youngsters of the Chambley
the Wives’ December luncheon.

Choir

Chapel Choir presented a number of selections for the Officers Wives Club, at

Military Police

Cont, from page 3
greatest number of personnel
within a given area. This agree-
ment does not come before the

| authority of the local civilian
law agencies, but rather aids
them.

not in Scrooge’s mind. He got |

up from his stool, and with a
wild howl he trampled through
the NCO club: "1957 is it!
Mrs. Edwards, write that letter
for me to my high school and
get me that transcript, Mrs.
Oberding. May I come in next
Tuesday for those GED’s, Mr.
de Kanter; can [ enroll into
the University. .of -Maryland
even hefore I get my equiva-
lency certficate?

“This is it, high school .in |

1957 -andeanstart toward col-

“lege! What a Christmas ihis

will be for Mom. Wait’'ll she

hears about this!”

In this orea, the US Army has
the responsibility to apprehend mi-
litary offenders. Air Police are as-
signed to town patrol with the
MPs, An Air Force person, how-
evr, may be opprehended or cor-
rected by any service policeman.

This is a good point to bear
in mind and also that French
authorities have the right to
arrest or detain Air Force per-
sonnel if the offense warrants it.

It behoves us, as members
of the Air Force, to realize that
we are unofficial ambassadors of
our country, and should conduct
ourselves accordingly. The pri-
mary function of all military
police forces is to protect and
aid the. man in uniforms
through our cooperation, and
appreciation of a sometimes di-
stasteful task, give military po-
lice the respect they deserve.

Let’s;

al

Entertains

Officers

Wives Luncheon

(USAF Photo by Capley)

' M&S Group Hostesses Use Christmas Theme
At Officers Wives Club December Luncheon

by Helen L. Bell

|
|
1

The snow House... the Santa |

Sleigh... the miseltoe and holly...
the decorated gift packets.. the
Christmas Carollers... all of these
at the December meeting gave
us a grand start for the Holi-
day Season of 1956.

June Pruett and her com-
mittee from M&S Gp deserve
holly wreaths for their fine job
at the luncheon.

Through the efforts of our
program chairman, we were de-
lighted to have Mr. Colligon,
the Principal of the Chambley
School, bring his choral group,
which presented a selection of
French, Canadian and Brittany
ballads. They, along with the
members of the OWC, thorou-
ghly enjoyed the program sung

Our business meeting was
highlighted with the announce-
ment by Rose Drage of the slate
of nominees for the coming
election at the January lunch-
eon. Space does not permit
their publication here, but you'll
find them posted on the bulle-
tin board in the Power Room.
(And take a look at the P.R...
you’ll surely notice Laura Kear-
ney’s professional touch evi-

| dent.)

The girls on the slate consist

| of some we all know, and some

by the young members=or-efie

‘Chambley chapel choir, direct-
ed by Mrs. Oberdeen. Dressed
in choir robes, their fresh voices
and appearance lent an added
charm to age-old favorite carols.

NCO Wives Will Treat Husbands to Steak Dinner on December 22

The husbands of the NCO

Wives are going to be paid in |

full on Saturday, December 22.

No waiting impatiently for
"mom” to finish her henfest
and join him for a few mi-
nutes of quiet. Hot, thick

21st Food Service Squadron Realizes
Many Improvements during Past Year

by CWO Charles H. Culpepper

This month marks the
second anniversary of the 21st
Food Service Squadron’s arri-
val in France. This second
yvear of our tour at Chambley
has seen many changes take
place in both accomodations
and personnel.

Several improvements have
been made in the three dining
halls. Foremost among these
were: the tiling of all dining
hall floors, the construction of
concrete garbage and trash

racks and the landscaping of |

of the area around dining hall
number one.

During this past year, the squad-
ron has lost, via rotations, most of
the personnel who accompanied the
Wing fram California. Out of the
original 57 airmen and officers,
only 11 remain,

Another major achievement
of the past 12 months saw
several members of the squa-
dron particiﬁFate in many field
exercices. hese have greatly

benefited the men of the orga-
nization.

Some of our future plans for the
months ahead include a complete
renovation of the dining room area
in dining hall number one, and the
segregation of NCO'S from the air-
men,

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank memb-
ers of my Food Service

Squadron who helped make
this a banner vear.

EUNRTICS

by REBER & tuna

|

by Anne Fowle

steaks auw gratuit” will be the
business at hand.

Bonnie Niehoff and her in-
terior decorators lifted the
shopworn face of the entire
club. Bells, balls and Santas
are passing out Christmas
spirit from all the posts and
corners. The decoratingparlics
are becoming more and more
fun and all ideas and help are
apprectated.

Christmas spirit has stretched
out from the Welfare Committee,
to make a French family in
Chambley happier. Jane Burling-
ham thas made all arrangements
for a bang-up homewarming, com-
plete with Santa, candy, clothes
and toys for the babies,

Highlights of the last meet-
ing were talks by Miss Corrine
Otto and Major James W,
Logan. Miss Otlto, of the Melz
American Red Cross, explained
the operation of the newly

opened Red Cross Center in
Metz. It is a recreation cenler
for all American and Canadian
service personncl, their fam-
ilies and [riends. Major
Logan “shook up” the group
with interpretations of the
customs and resale laws,
These laws elfect transactions

between Americans and
French.
Laura Davenport, Ella Craven

and Jane Burlingham were host-
esses at the refreshment table.
Refreshments consisted of a sur-
prise chili lunch. It was as good
as it was unexpected. Congrats
girls.

Don’t forget your reser-
vations for the children at the
nursery, if your going to the
New Year’s Eve Ball. Mrs.
Fern Koch is looking for ano-
ther spot on the heater to
hang a Christmas stocking,
baby boy born December 13.

l
|

newcomers, so come out and
vote on January 10.
Lorene Bean, our Welfare

Chairman, gave us the names of
our adopted families in Hage-
ville. The accumulated funds
from the committee made pos-
sible a generous gift to each of
the families to celebrate Noel.
There are 13 children, collec-
tively, in the two families.
Anyone caring to help out by
“adopting” one of the children
for her stay at Chambley, as
some members have done,
would do a great service not
only for the family, but for our
base and OWC as well. Good
works travel a long way. Contact
Lorene if you are interested.

Good works do travel.. and
don’t you know that the smiles
on the faces of 240 French en-
fants that went home with toys,
stuffed stockings and tummies
from yesterday’s Christmas Par-
ty furthered even more Franco-
Amarican relations.

Our thank-you’s are due to
Betty Baker and her committee
for their overwhelming, excell-
ent job.

Air Base Group sponsors the
luncheon on January 10. Sign
the lists if you are not on the
permanent one, and if circum-
stances prevent your attending
at the last minute, call the club
at 196.

Merry  Christmas.. Happy
New Year to all of you from all
of us in the OWC.

Baby Sitter Wants Work

Mrs. W.P. Stewart, of 68 Rue
de Commerce in Gorze, present-
ly employs an Italian lady, age
49, who desires work as a baby
sitter. She is willing to work
day or night. Contact Mrs.
Stewart in Gorze, or call base
extention 233,
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531st Remains
Combat Ready

by Robert E. Edge

In the two years since the
21st Wing left George AFB,
California, to become a part
of NATO’s air arm, the 531st
has undergone considerable
changes. Probably the great-
est change has been in person-
nel—particularly in the key
positions.

I.t Col Charles J. Bowers,
who led the squadron over-
seas, remained as squadron
commander until January of
this year, when he was replac-
ed by Lt Col Alan C. Edmunds.

The squadron hos been fortu-
nate in retaining most of the
NCO’s, however, and the 531st
is justly proud of the fine record
each section has maintained in
inspections by higher headquarters.

A facet of the Air Force’s
present concept of tactical
warfare, which has been de-
veloped in our two years over-
seas, has been that of mobi-
lity. After two years of pre-
paring mobility plans and
being deployed to various 12th
Air Force bases, the 531st is
literally.- “‘ready to go at the
drop ‘of a hat.”

The result of all this is a
smooth running, highly com-
plex and technical organi-
zation which’ likened to a
World War II fighter unit, is
similar to a comparison bet-
ween a horse drawn buggy
and a Cadillac.

o . ,
Christmas DON'TS

Don’t use old electric cords
and lights on your tree. Test
them “before using.

* ok ok

Don’t fail to dispose of all
wrappings as soon as you open
your gifts. Put them in a con-
tainer outside your trailer or
house.

* % %

Don’t fail to remove your
tree from the trailer as soon
as possible after Christmas.
Don’t place it near the trai-
ler, a fence or the lean-to.

* k%

Don’t forget to foliow these

simple rules ond your Merry

Christmas will be followed by a
Happy New Year. (AFPS).

CHAMBLEY SABRE

Base Flight Ingenufty

Under the supervision of Maintenance Officer, 1st Lt Creighton R.
Dunn, men of the 21st Base Flight section have begun work on an air-
craft maintenance shelter (above) for T-33 jets. Upon completion of
the shelter, the first of its kind for T-birds, Base Flight mechanics will
be able to perform their maintenance tasks during any kind of weather.
Working on the construction of the shelter are — left to right: A/2C
Nelson R. Estrada; S Sgt Jay F. Smith, NCOIC; and A/2C Joe A. Harris.
(USAF Photo by Rosenblum)
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. Christmas concert.  Sunday
by Claire, Patt and Rhoda might will be game  might,

There’s music in the air, the | With prizes and fun for

. greens have been hung and | €veryone.

the trees decorated as we at . .
the Service Club welcome in Christmas Eve will be one

p . to remember if you come
another Yuletide season. The along with the carolling group

very first one in our new that” is going to serenade
building. around thegbase and in French
All of you who will be | ./ inities from a hayrack.
Gecbratins Ghristmas and New | ST B oot
SaT Y N ayride and carolling session,
dialy mvflted_ to attend the | pooinning at the club at 7 pn.
holiday festivities at your ' sffer the hayride, we’ll return
Service Club. to the club for a buffet. The
Tonight's Christmas  Ball _ will group will then listen to the
start the week of activities. There | reading of the age-old Christ-
will be dancing from 8:30 pm until | pgs Story. The club will stay
midnight, to the music of Rene | open uniil time to depart for
and his band. There will also be Mri)drlight Mass.
girls to dance and chat with and .
even a visit from Santa Claus. i We'll open at 9 am on Chl,St'
This Sunday afternoon will | as morning for a special
be Open House to all our | breakfast. There will be a gift
French friends. At 3 pm on | for everyone, so be on hand
Sunday a grou? of singers | to see what St. Nick left for
from Briey will present a | you and your buddy.

Installations

Cont. from page 2

begun in May ‘55, was complet-
ed the following October.

Next job to be undertaken was
the long awaited base theatet.
Also at this time improvements
were made on prefab row. Latest
task. scheduled is the base hobby
shops; completion is tentatively
planned for early in ‘57, !

Thanks are extended from
AJIO to the personnel of other
units who helped accomplish
the various undertakings dur-
ing the past two years. Another
group deserving a note of thanks
is the French Maintenance Con-
tractors, who on numerous oc-

o

Outstanding NCO

On the afternoon of Christmas

Day you will have a chance to play

Of the Quarter ““Dad for a Day’”’ to some 50

e French children who are coming to

the club for a Christmas party. If

you would like to sponsor a child

for the day, come to the club and

select a child from the pictures
posted on the bulletin board.

To sponsor a child means
to be at the party to take the
child around; bring candy or
a toy; and enjoy a wonderful
afternoon of fun. Make a
Merry Christmas for a child
and you will find it is Merry
for yourself.

New Year’s Day at the club
will start with a “Hangover
Breakfast.” (Tomato juice and
APC’s guaranteed).

In order to remember all the
events that are going on at the

casions, worked around the Base Commander, Col Robert N. Baker (right), recently presented an Service Club during the holidays,

clock in the heating, water and | engraved desk set and a certificate of commendation to T Sgt Watson
sewage plants, W. Smith, in recognition of the sergeant’s selection as the Outstanding

pick up our special Christmas pro-
gram at the club, or clip this sche-

To all the personnel and their | NCO of the Quarter. Sgt Smith, of the 21st Instl Sq, was owarded | JUle and post it where you can see

families on Chambley, AIO ext-

the “Outstanding’’ honor for the third quarter of 1956.

it.

ends a Merry Christmas and a

A Merry Christmas to All of

Happy New Year. 21st Places Sixth in 12th Af """

Hospital Opens

Twelfth Air Force announc-
ed recently that Chambley Air
Base finished sixth in the 12th
Air Force Commanders’ Reen-
listment Contest, conducted
during the month of Novemb-
er. The $100 prize for having
the highest percentage of reen-
listments wasi won by the 21st
Food Service Sq. Those tak-
ing a “'short” and reenlisting
during the month of Novemb-

Christmas Greetings

We, on behalf of the Pa-
kistan Air Force, wish «a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all the
personnel of Chambley Air
Base.

We are much impressed

j : individual.

" 'K is said that sweets cause tooth decay, but Dental Surgeon, Maj It 'makes us proud to
John ). Tarsitano (center), -isn‘t trying to drum-up business. The tooth work shoulder to shoulder
of the matter is — the major is presiding at cake cutting ceremonies with a naltion like yours,
to celebrate the grand opening of Chambley’s spacious, new Dental lo help bring an everlasting

Clinic on December 7. Watching the cake operation are Col Robert peace and happiness to the
N. Baker, (left), Base Commander, and Hospital Commander, Lt Col _ free world.

Herbert T. Clough Jr.

by the hospitality and feel-
ings shown us by every

Pakistani Airmen

(USAF Photo by Captey}

New Dental Clinic Commanders’ Reenlistment Contest Dec 21 .. 8:30 pm — Christ-

mas Dance
er were: Dec 22 .. 2 pm — Christmas
WING HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON: Pclrfy for Base
A/2C James L. Miller. Children
72ND FIGHTER-BOMBER SQUADRON: 30 $ ial
T Sgt Lonnie C. Sherouse, A/IC C. 8: pm — Specia
J. Jackson and A/2C Bernard Berry. Christmas Music
416TH FIGHTER-BOMBER SQUADRON: Program
A/2C Clarence Prince Jr. and A/3C
Hunter B. Childs. Dec 23 .. 9 am — Coffee
531ST FIGHTER-BOMBER SQUADRON: Call

S Sgt Donald H. Shumaker, A/IC . :
Leonad P. Byrd and A/2C Leon F. 3 gm Christmas
Rogers. ong Concert
MAINTENANCE SQUADRON: 8:30 pm — Christ-

S Sgt Robert T. Bryant Jr. and A/2C mas Tree Game
Nathaniel Clark. ’

SUPPLY SQUADRON: Night .
S Sgt Henry F. Shelton and A/1C's Dec 24 .. 7 pm — Caroller’s
Billy Gilbert and Harry L. Bowser. derid'e
TRANSPORTATION SQUADRON: Buff
A/2C Fanklin Drinkwine and A/3C 10 pm — Buffet
(ziorol Pools. 11 pm — Reading
1ST TAC HOSPITAL: i -
A/2C Phillip E. Hale! of Christmas Sto
7002ND USAF HOSPITAL: ry L
S Sgt Doyle P. Patterson, 12 pm — Midnight
HEADQUARTERS AIR BASE GROUP: Mass
A/2C Peter F. Guadagin. 2 Chi
AR POLICE SQUADRON: Dec 25 .. 9 om — Chistmas
c A/&C Oscar B. Cor‘\;ohan. Breakfast
OMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON: _
A/2C Harold G. Spence. 2 pD: z:d for a
FOOD SERVICE SQUADRON: y ristmas
S Sgt's Huchiale She}:rod and Peter Party
Larson and A/1C Joseph A. Ballard. . —
INSTALLATIONS SQUADRON: 8‘32 _pI:“. Tales
A/2C William R. Jarrett and A/3C's of Christmas
Billy P. Treece, John C. Best, Joseph Dec 31 .. 8:30 pm — Last
8. Gogne and Jo!_m B. Murphy. . Chance Game
The following men reenlist- Night
ed upon completion of their Jon 1 .. 9 am — Hangover
normal tours of service: . Breakfast
S Sgt's Harold D. Day, 531st 8:30 pm — Colif-

ornia Stage Show

Cont. on page 8.
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Toul Tigers Upset Chambley Cag'émen;»

CHAMBLEY SABRE

Rats Slaughter Etain in Twin Bill

Chambley’s Desert Rat quintet,

defending champions of the

France Basketball District and runners-up in last year’'s USAFE
championship finals, were the victims of an upset defeat at the
hands of the Toul Tigers on December 14. Chambley defeated the
Tigers, 48-43, one day earlier in the first game of a twin bill. The
Tigers, however, bounced back in the second contest to deal the
Rats a devasating, 74-51, setback.

On Tuesday and Wednesday -

of this week, the Rats got back
into their winning ways with a
twin killing over Etain’s Pion-
eers, in a pair of district games
played in the 416th hangar.
Chambley romped, 99-57, in the
opening game, and closed the
two game series with an 83-57
win on Wednesday.

Jim Fields, playing his usual
fine game, led the rats with 34
tallies in the first game at Toul.
Bob Sisk accounted for 10 points,
and Earl Redman pushed through
eight.

Toul gained its revenge in
the encore battle, as four Tigers
hit the hoops in the double-digit
brackets. Fields was again high
scorer of the game, with 17, but
after trailing, 27-23, at halftime,
Chambley found themselves 23
points behind when the final
gun sounded.

Leif Carlson’s men had little
difficulty with the Etainmen
last Tuesday night. The Rats
led, 50-22, at halftime and miss-
ed the century mark by only a
single point, as they walked
over the Pioneers with 49 more
counters in the second period.

Redman captured the scoring
laurels with 22. Carlson pumped

Looking .Back

One Year Ago

(The following news
items appeared in the
Chambley Sabre of Decemb-
er 23, 1955).

....Base Hospital admits
first patient.

-...Base hosts 42 orphan
boys at Christmas party.

....NCO Club plans to"
open new kitchen before
New Year’s Day.

....Service Club hopes to
be “well established” in
new quarters when the 21st
celebrates its second anni-
versary in Europe.

....Cage Rats dump Cha-
teauroux and Orly to
remain undefeated in six
conference contests.

through 14, Fields accounted for

registered 10. .
In the Wednesday tilt, Fields

netted 26 for individual honors,
while Jim Barton hit for 17.
Etain’s Al Northington potted

18 for the losers.
| Rangers Drop Two

Two weeks ago, on December
6 and 7, the Laon Rangers vi-
sited the 416th Rat Trap, as the
1956-’57 season got underway. It
was Fields again, in the opener,
as the Rangers fell, 78-56. Little
Jim burned the nets with 37
tallies.

Chambley’s second win of the
district season didn’t come too

Roger Nettles

| easily, although the Rats manag-
ed to topple the Rangers by a
66-59 score. Sisk  pushed
through 18 bingos, for high man,
with four field goals and 10
charity tosses.

Roger Nettles nebbed runner-
up scoring honors with 16. In
the first half of the game, Nettles
put on a one-man show as he hit
six quick shots from the floor for
12 markers to his credit at half-
time.

The Rats double win over
Etain this week left their sea-
son record, for district competi-
tion, at five wins and one loss.

i
i

™\ REBER £ LUNA

TN
é @ T

“Ignore him—maybe he’ll go ‘way.”

12, Willie Ferd had 11 ond Sisk |

- Sports

Car

the club’s second rally, held on December 2.

Mowle, Conant Capture Sports Car Rally in Porsche 1600

Chambley’s Sports Tourin
Club, which was inaugurate
in September, sponsored its
second sports car rally on
Sunday, December 2. First
place honors were grabbed
by the team of Ed Mowle,
driver and Norm Conant, nav-

igator, who traversed the
course in a Porsche 1600.
Second best laurels were

Novel Sports Light
Displayed at Wg Hq

After splitting a doubleheader
with two French squads at an
invitational cage tournament at
Lyon, France, the Desert Rats
received a momento of appre-
ciation from tournament officials.
The momento, in the form of a
small light, is being used for a
unique purpose at Chambley.

Leif Carlson, mentor of this
season’s Chambley quintet devised
the idea of placing the light in
the trophy case at Wing Head-
quarters, and whenever any Cham-

| bley sports team is enjoying o

wining streak, the light will re-
main burning. When the team
loses,. however, the light will be
turned off.

This novel symbol of victory
has been dubbed the ‘‘Winning
Light” Presently it is burning
brightly as a result of the De-
sert Rats recent victories over
the Etain cagemen.

taken by the team of Billy
Weir, driver and Cliff Siess,
navigator, driving a Porsche
1500. Mowle and Conant hit
each check point by a matter
of seconds, while the second
placers missed by a few 1mi-
nutes. - -

There was .a slight improve-
ment in participation ot this re-
cent rally, in comparison to the
last rally held. Sunday’s affair
showed 13 entries while the pre-
vious rally had 10. The course
which extended through the sur-
rounding locale was 50 miles in
length.

Startin%vpoint for the rally
was at ing Hq. Prior to
starting out on the 50 mile
run the drivers were given
instruction sheets. Rules set
down on this sheet must be

21st Places 6th
InRe-up Contest

Cont. from page 7

Fighter-Bomber Sq; Thomas W
¥oypg,k§l_nt_-.rm..—sqw—--l-hﬂy F
rOxncr, Tst Comm Sq and A/IC
Clifford J. Friend, 21st Transpor-
tation Sq.

The grand total of reenlist-

ments during the month of
November was 37. Air Base
Group had 11 that took a

“‘short,” thereby having the
greatest number for any group
on the base. M&S Gp finish-
ed second with 10, while
Fighter-Bomber Gp had eight.

Four Teams Battle
As Intramural

Intramural cage activity at
Chambley is well underway,
and the standings reflect hot
battles for the number one
spot in both the American and
National Leagues.

Art Coldwell, Intramural League
Director, released the respective
league standings (computed as of
December 13) early this week,
which show four teams still
hold unblemished records in the
young season.

Wing Hq and the 72nd were
knotted for first place in the
American Loop, both with 3-0
won and lost records. In the

American I.ecgu’é

Won Lost

OO =—=NWwW
WWWN=O0 O

Individual

American League

Team Gomes Pts
Knipp Wing 3 67
Alexander Comm 3 46
Watkins AP’s 3 39
Massaroni AP’s 3 32
Wellington Comm 3 29

Cage

Top Positions
Activity Begins

National Circuit, Air Base Gp

for

and the 416th, also with 3-0
records, were tied for first
place.

The 416th, incidently, was the
winner of last season’s intramura!
league championship. The team
represented Chambley at the Fran-
ce District Intromural Basketball
Tourney at Chateauroux.

High poit-maker in the Ame-
rican League is Louie Knipp,
of the Wing squad, with 67
markers. Tom ilks, of Air
Base Gp, holds high individual
scoring honors in the National

l.eague, with 51.
National League
Won Lost
AB Gp Hq .. ._..... 3 0
416th Sq . 3 0
Trans Sq 2 1
AP Sq° . ] 2
TAC Hasp 1 2
H ] 3
AACS Sq [ 3
High Scorers
National League
Teom Gomes Pts
Wilks AB Gp 3 51
Caldwell AB Gp 3 45
Morris 416th 3 40
Hunt Supply 3 k]
Kellerman AB Gp 3 29

Fans Line-up for

December 21, 1057

Rally

Members of the Chambly Sports Touring Club line-up in front of the 21st Wing Headquarters building for

(USAF Photo by Barnes)

strictly abided by or the
entrant is disqualified. The
race terminated at the Chez

Thiery Restaurant in Corny.
A dinner was held for parti-

cipants in the rally at the
restaurant. Also at the res-
taurant, Club President, Ri-

chard B. D’Elosua, presented
the first place winners with
an engraved lighter. Second
slot winners received an en-
graved plaque. :

An Editonal

The Sabre staff was recently
informed of an unfortunate si-
tuation that has been caused
partly through our own fault. In

the edition of September 14,
1956, the Sabre interviewed
Mrs. Simon Lejal, proprietress

of a Chambley hardware- store,
to ask her impressions of Amer-
icans and the American way of
life.

This week we learned that
certain remarks, accredited to
Mrs. Lejal at that time, have not
only caused a slump in her
American clientele, but she has
also been told directly by Amer-
tcan dependent wives that they
were offended by her remarks.

These dependent ladies seem-
ed to interpret the article to
say that Mrs. Lejal considered
American women as being
carless or even lazy in their hou-’
sework.

This was not the case, and we
want to set things straight.

The people interviewed dur-
ing September were picked at
random. In the case of Mrs. Le-
jal, it was necessary to probe,
with very precise questions, be-
fore she was able to note a
single difference between French
and American habits.

It’s a fact that our customs
are different than those of the
French. In France, the noon
meal is the biggest meal of the
day. When Mrs. Lejal stated
that French wives start dinner
early in the momning, she was.
not discrediting the American
wife who starts her dinner
much later, )

Let’s remember, most French wi-

" ves don’t have the modern conve-

niences (such as refrigerators, pres-
sure cookersand the like) that Ame-'
rican women enjoy. French wives,
like Mrs. Lejal, cannot help look-
ing with envy ot these advantages.
that we take so much for granted.

To sum it up, there was noth-
ing in Mrs. Lejal’s’ remark that
could be considered derogatory
toward her American friends.
Let’s try to understand the
meaning of what she said, and

stop turning against her. Other-.
wise, it will not be possible to-
conduct such public opinion in--

terviews in the future — which

is just the opposite of our ori--

ginal intention.

=2 |



